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INFOCUS 

Lawmaking in the European Union – the good, the bad and the ugly 

C4EP analysis on the subject – The EU legislative procedure – trying to strike a delicate balance 

between sovereignty of member states, interests of the whole community, while giving weight to the 

representatives of the European electorate 

“The current analysis describes the legislative procedure of the European Union, the way 

how sources of Union law, the different Union acts are being adopted. Understanding the 

process is very important to analyse cases like the current so-called “migration package”, as 

it produces all the typical and interesting signs of an EU legislative process, and is also being 

followed by all kinds of misunderstandings and confusions as many political actors have 

strong interests related to that. However, we are not going to focus on the texts of these 

laws being formed right now (or on the differences of positions of the various actors), we 

will deal with those and the subject of migration in a later analysis dedicated exclusively to 

that. 

The legislative process, the way how the European Union makes laws (regulations, 

directives or decisions) is a complex procedure involving all three major institutions of the 

EU. There are simplifying political messages out there which are – as usual – not true. Some 

of the common misunderstandings are the following: the European Commission (“Brussels 

bureaucrats”) makes all the decisions over the heads of the member states and the people; 

all decisions are being made with the agreement of all of the member states; all EU laws are 

adopted by the European Parliament now, so member states’ interests are washed away in 

a growing “federalisation” of Europe – actually, none of these are true. The reality is that 

the legislative process tries to strike a delicate balance between sovereignty of member 

states and the “common” interests of the whole community of the member states, while 

giving weight to the representatives of the European electorate.” 

click here 

 

The ordinary legislative procedure 

click here 

Ordinary legislative procedure 

click here 

 

Ombudsman calls for more trilogues transparency 

click here 

One Pager: Trilogue Consultation 

click here 

Investigation of informal trilogue negotiations since the Lisbon Treaty 

click here 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/centre-for-european-progression/about/
https://twitter.com/C4EP_EU
https://www.facebook.com/centreforeuropeanprogression
https://www.instagram.com/centreforeuropeanprogression/
http://www.c4ep.eu/
mailto:info@c4ep.eu
https://c4ep.eu/the-eu-legislative-procedure-trying-to-strike-a-delicate-balance-between-sovereignty-of-member-states-interests-of-the-whole-community-while-giving-weight-to-the-representatives-of-the-eur/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/decision-making/ordinary-legislative-procedure/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/infographic/legislative-procedure/index_en.html
https://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/en/press-release/en/69214
https://europeanmovement.eu/policy/one-pager-trilogue-consultation/
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/files/qe-01-17-783-en-n.pdf
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Sign the petition for trilogue transparency 

click here 

 

Timeline - Digital Europe 

click here 

DMA trilogue: tension in the details 

click here 

DMA: Council gives final approval to new rules for fair competition online 

click here 

 

Timeline: EU action against money laundering and terrorist financing 

click here 

European Parliament vote strengthens proposals to fight money laundering 

click here 

Anti-money laundering: Council agrees its position on a strengthened rulebook 

click here 

 

C4RECAP 

EU leaders resolve to boost economic security amid global tension 

click here 

Long-Standing Ties Between Armenia and Russia Are Fraying Fast 

click here 

Multilateralism 'cannot be based on cherry-picking,' Josep Borrell tells China 

click here 

EU calls Gaza-war summit, triples aid to Palestinians 

click here 

EU countries wrangle over negotiating stance for COP28 climate summit 

click here 

Poland election: Law and Justice party on course to be ousted from power 

click here 

EU capitals fume at ‘Queen’ von der Leyen 

click here 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/centre-for-european-progression/about/
https://twitter.com/C4EP_EU
https://www.facebook.com/centreforeuropeanprogression
https://www.instagram.com/centreforeuropeanprogression/
http://www.c4ep.eu/
mailto:info@c4ep.eu
https://corporateeurope.org/en/2023/02/sign-petition-trilogue-transparency
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/a-digital-future-for-europe/timeline-digital-europe/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/digital/opinion/dma-trilogue-tension-in-the-details/?fbclid=IwAR2o-qo987QGRpcPugeMy9Xw71UWw6jacDKS2Bx3nsf0K9fKJ9rnZp7dhp8
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2022/07/18/dma-council-gives-final-approval-to-new-rules-for-fair-competition-online/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/fight-against-terrorism/fight-against-terrorist-financing/timeline/
https://transparency.eu/european-parliament-vote-strengthens-proposals-to-fight-money-laundering/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2022/12/07/anti-money-laundering-council-agrees-its-position-on-a-strengthened-rulebook/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/eu-leaders-debate-economic-security-amid-global-tensions-2023-10-06/
https://carnegieendowment.org/politika/90768
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2023/10/13/multilateralism-cannot-be-based-on-cherry-picking-josep-borrell-tells-china
https://euobserver.com/world/157552
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/eu-countries-wrangle-over-negotiating-stance-for-cop28-climate-summit/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/oct/16/poland-election-results-law-and-justice-party-donald-tusk-coalition
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-governments-fume-at-queen-ursula-von-der-leyen/
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Brussels shooting: 'Europe shaken' after two Swedes shot dead 

click here 

 

C4REPORT 

Wilfried Martens Centre for European Studies: European Ideas Forum 2023 – 10-11 October 2023 

„No wonder why the European Ideas Forum is the flagship event of the Martens Centre! 
It is a professionally organized, high-quality event with interesting topics ranging from 
geopolitics through education and environment to economics with high-ranking officials 
and experts from all over the world. This year, the event was hosted in the elegant 
DoubleTree by Hilton on the 10th and 11th of October. We provide You with insight to 
some of the various panels.” 

click here 

 

EPC: Reconciling competitiveness and economic security – 11 October 2023 

„The aim of this hybrid dialogue, organized by EPC in partnership with Equinor, is to 
understand how to strike a balance between energy security and competitiveness, more than 
a year after the beginning of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. The goal is to comprehend the 
challenges facing Europe in this context of “permacrisis” and to identify potential solutions 
for ensuring competitive energy security within the European Union.” 

click here 

 

EPC: Polish elections: What is at stake for the EU? – 16 October 2023 

„Exit poll data prognosed the Law and Justice (PiS) Party securing 36,6% support, followed 
by the centrist Civic Coalition with 31.6%. The center-right Third Way is expected to 
receive 13%, the Left 8.6% and the far-right Confederation, which cooperates with the 
government to receive 6.4%. (The final official results were not considerably different – 
ed.) A controversial referendum was also held in Poland at the same time, but not enough 
people have participated to reach a valid result. The referendum included questions on the 
privatization of state-owned enterprises, increase in the retirement age and the admission 
of immigrants under an EU relocation mechanism, similar to the one held in Hungary in 
2016 (without any actual EU relocation mechanism or anything like that being in 
existence).” 

click here 
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https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-67129117
https://c4ep.eu/wilfried-martens-centre-for-european-studies-european-ideas-forum-2023/
https://c4ep.eu/reconciling-competitiveness-and-economic-security-event-by-epc/
https://c4ep.eu/exploring-the-insights-and-discussions-from-the-european-policy-centres-polish-elections-what-is-at-stake-for-the-eu-conference/

