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INFOCUS 

Tatjana Ždanoka: Agent for Europe or agent for Russia? 

C4EP analysis on the subject – From Russia, with Love – some issues of espionage against the 

European Union 

„Opinions differ on the seriousness of the danger of classic espionage against the EU or 

its institutions. 

As a matter of fact, in theory, the capital of the EU, Brussels, opens a lot of opportunities 
for espionage. Lot of events are being organised, press and political networks are dominant 

in the city, the European External Action Service, back in 2019 has even issued a warning 
to staff about potential eavesdropping, which is a sign of the problem being taken 

seriously.” 

click here 

 

Latvian Member of European Parliament is an agent of Russian intelligence, leaked emails confirm  

click here 

‘I am an agent, an agent for peace,’ says MEP accused of spying for Russia 

click here 

 

Spies like us: How does Russia’s intelligence network operate across Europe? 

click here 

Bulgaria’s Russian spy affair spread to other EU countries 

click here 

 

Russian diplomats still spying freely in Brussels – international investigation 

click here 

Russian spy network smuggles sensitive EU tech despite sanctions 

click here 

 

Europe has kicked out over 400 suspected Russian spies 

click here 

Russian spies rebound in Europe 

click here 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/centre-for-european-progression/about/
https://twitter.com/C4EP_EU
https://www.facebook.com/centreforeuropeanprogression
https://www.instagram.com/centreforeuropeanprogression/
http://www.c4ep.eu/
mailto:info@c4ep.eu
https://c4ep.eu/from-russia-with-love-some-issues-of-espionage-against-the-european-union/
https://theins.press/en/politics/268694
https://www.politico.eu/article/i-am-agent-for-peace-say-mep-tatjana-zdanoka-accused-spying-russia/
https://www.euronews.com/2023/08/18/spies-like-us-how-does-russias-intelligence-network-operate-across-europe
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/bulgarias-russian-spy-affair-spread-to-other-eu-countries/
https://www.lrt.lt/en/news-in-english/19/2109230/russian-diplomats-still-spying-freely-in-brussels-international-investigation
https://www.ft.com/content/bf892731-2f1c-4c52-b90b-b44ca1911263
https://www.businessinsider.com/europe-kicks-out-hundreds-russian-spies-british-intel-chief-2022-11?r=US&IR=T
https://www.politico.eu/article/russia-spy-rebound-europe/
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C4RECAP 

Hungarian President Katalin Novak resigns over child-abuse pardon scandal 

click here 

Dutch Court Moves to Block Export of Fighter Jet Parts to Israel 

click here 

European powers warn of spike in Russian propaganda before EU elections 

click here 

What the EU’s tough AI law means for research and ChatGPT 

click here 

Sunak is ‘squandering Brexit freedoms’ by approving more EU rules 

click here 

Josep Borrell calls for a united Europe at Munich Security Conference 

click here 

Navalny’s widow to attend EU foreign affairs council meeting 

click here 

Ursula von der Leyen to seek second term as head of European Commission  

click here 

 

C4REPORT 

CEPS: The Challenges of Science Policy and Science Advice in the Later 2020s – 7 February 2024 

„During the conference, Sir Geoff Mulgan talked about his book ‘When Science Meets Power’ which is not 
so surprisingly about the relationship of science to power, but also the slightly different issues of anti -science, 

dangerous science and undemocratic science. The proportion of the “science element” is on the rise with climate 
change, pandemics, artificial intelligence and so on. Thirty-forty years ago, the place of science in government 

was marginal, related to nuclear power and a few other things. “Now it’s pretty much everything.” 

click here 

 

EPC: The Israel-Hamas war: Local and regional paths towards de-escalation – 8 February 2024 

„The speakers have all agreed that the conflict is very complex, as there are a variety of factors behind it 

(which is well-known to everybody), not only historical reasons, but geopolitical dynamics, and most of all, 
internal politics. There is fear of the conflict growing regional, which currently is more of a possibility, not a 

reality. The exacerbating tensions in the region complicates the efforts towards de-escalation.” 

click here 
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https://twitter.com/C4EP_EU
https://www.facebook.com/centreforeuropeanprogression
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https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-68264363
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/02/12/world/middleeast/fighter-jet-israel-netherlands.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/european-powers-warn-spike-russian-propaganda-before-eu-elections-2024-02-12/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-024-00497-8
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/02/17/sunak-quietly-put-eu-style-equality-law-on-statute-book/
https://www.euronews.com/2024/02/18/josep-borrell-calls-for-a-united-europe-at-munich-conference
https://www.france24.com/en/europe/20240218-yulia-navalnaya-kremlin-critic-s-heroic-wife-to-attend-eu-foreign-policy-meeting
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/feb/19/ursula-von-der-leyen-to-seek-second-term-as-head-of-european-commission
https://c4ep.eu/ceps-the-challenges-of-science-policy-and-science-advice-in-the-later-2020s/
https://c4ep.eu/european-policy-centres-insights-the-israel-hamas-war-local-and-regional-paths-towards-de-escalation/
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Martens Centre: Global Synergy Conference – 14 February 2024 

„This conference, organized by the Martens Centre, aims to provide an overview of the dynamics of global 
cooperation. The world is clearly shifting from a state of order to disorder, questioning fundamental and 

global concepts. Western powers are facing the imperative to adapt to this dynamic evolution.” 

click here 

 

C4EPOSITION 

Nicolas Fuster, Political Adviser 

Sheet ghosts 

Are we shocked for the right reasons? 

If it doesn’t levitate, it isn’t translucent and is covered by a sheet, even if it says ‘booh -

booh’, it could just not be a ghost. 

A few weeks ago, Tatjana Ždanoka, a Latvian MEP of the Latvian-Russian Union party, 
was accused of spying for the Kremlin. Ždanoka, who belongs to the Russian-speaking 

community of Latvia and was a member of the Latvian Communist party for 20 years, is 

said to have leaked information on her work as an MEP to the Russian government. 

If, as some media (including Russian media) reports, she has been in contact with Russian 
officials, the articles do not mention whether she leaked confidential or non-public material 

to the Kremlin. 

We agree that any form of spying against the European Parliament, and especially to favour 

Vladimir Putin, must be condemned, fully and immediately. At the same time, it should be 
recognised that, at least so far, it seems like the facts on Ždanoka are getting more attention 

than they deserve. And distracting us from the key point. 

The first argument against Ždanoka is that she voted against the European Parliament 

resolution in which MEPs condemned the Russian invasion of Ukraine. Do spies put 
themselves under the spotlight so innocently? Maybe the amateur ones? Perhaps on their 

first mission? Ždanoka was not the only one voting against the resolution. Other MEPs 
voted against too. Some MEPs abstained. Following this reasoning, while scrutinising the 

result of the votes, we should be suspecting that the other MEPs who voted against and 
even those who abstained could be spying for Putin as well. But the Parliament is the house 

of European democracy. And as stated on the Parliamentary Immunity, ‘Members of the 
European Parliament cannot be subject to any form of inquiry, detention or legal proceedings because of 

opinions expressed or votes cast in their capacity as MEP.’ 

But the problem is another one. Actually, there are two: 

The case, at least so far, was published and described on the main Bubble media outlets 
and is what we’re talking about, but is lacking solid evidence. And when there is solid 

evidence, in case there is, there should be a trial and a sentence in a Court, not on the 

Twitter tribunal, if we behave like citizens of liberal democracies. 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/centre-for-european-progression/about/
https://twitter.com/C4EP_EU
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http://www.c4ep.eu/
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https://theins.ru/en/politics/268694
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/PV-9-2022-03-01-RCV_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/faq/7/parliamentary-immunity
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Secondly, Ždanoka, as aforementioned, has the faculty of voting in favour, against or to 
abstain. The point is that, as the Parliamentary Immunity reads, ‘the mandate of an MEP is a 

national mandate.’ This means that the EP can lift MEPs’ immunity so the judicial authorities 
can proceed. But since MEPs are elected under national electoral law, it is the Member 

State to decide whether the MEP’s mandate is voided. 

In other words, if she or any other MEP actually is a spy, the European Parliament lacks 

the tools to react. And this is the reason why we should be shocked. 

So if it doesn’t levitate, it is not a ghost. But we have to be aware of those who levitate, 

who are translucent and who are not covered by sheets. 
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